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‘ xplosive ivliideas
/' The Explosive Mid a6 g T

~ Study of the Factors Causing I nstability,

. Tol ‘,tlziEIiAlRéd'Mm}ef"s Have Been Added |

By HANSON W. BALDWIN
The new crisls in the Middlé[recently deliberate Communist CPYRGHT
‘Wast eruptéd last week into thelmeddling. This has taken place
largest H¥meéd clash since 1948.6on two fronts, the political and
~ The Isjaéli-Egyptlan border|tne militavy.
‘battle ended with conflictingl Communists have- penetrated,
claims, with nothing. Tesolvedigjthough they have not domi-
.and with emoétions Taw, The|nated most of tite Arab nation-
‘tuture is, therefore, gHm. alist ovements in the Middle]
Numerous long-terfi piob-\mast and Africa. Egypt has|
‘lems, to which no_golutlons areipeern hospitable to all sorts off
in sight, make the ﬁ 1L anti-French agitation and propa-
stability of the Ictﬁfe Bast|yanda, Copimunism, in other|
almost inevitable. Soie of these|orgs has' been aiding and en-|

—the unstable 1’““?%!? estab-| .oy raging nationalism to stir up
lishments of the Arali gtates, thelo,unoq trouble.. .

feudalistic social s ems, the|"mpe  Cgechosiovak-Egyptian
backward egonomied=are , &1-laymg deal  was, however, the

&
«clent  problems. Twc?j NEW|rinal factor | that ‘brough the
‘since World War IL "7 - IMiddle East to the boiling point.
One is-the establishment 6? Israel lives dn fear of strongly
Tersel, - a modern, semi:indus-jarmed Arab tieighbors. :
trialized nation, in an &ancient| 'Israel kpows, despite all her:
‘and strongly contragting envi-|propaganda ' of the last .few
ronment.  Inevitable frictions, weeks, that she is stronger to-
some of thein resultipg from thelday, in a jmilitary sense, than
insecurity of both Israél and thejall the Middld Eastern Arab
Arab states, 'have begen .caused.istates combined, But there are
Religious, economic, political, 41,600,000 - Arabs in - Egypt,
emotional and other Bhimosities, [Saudi Arabia, Jordan, Lebanon,
tand the j'opul,ation pressure, of|Syria and Irag, drd the Israelis
.a new. a§d ‘growing “state in alnumber only about 1,_60010Q0.-
‘semi-arid and egonomically back|  apgvantages of Quality
ward reglon have built up, ahd| aeet the Tsraclis
‘are still .building up, tensions.| At the moment, the -srael
These are eéxpressed in. repedted|have all the advantages of qual-
Israeli-Arab border_incidentg. - jity in military training, disci-
el "itfh‘ pline, organization, leadership,
Vacuum Caused By Britlsh- o ", fight and arms. They
_ 'The second new problem sinceleven have gquantitative advan-
World War II is thé reductioh|tages in most categories of
of  British power-in the Middlelerms, o S
East, . Britlsh. military strength] Buyt, aided by the Commu-
represented in large fneasure byinists, the Arab states might be
the 6id Indian Army, had beenlable in time to neutralize thesc
a stabilizing factor thers for present Israeli advantages. So
decades. o ©% iine Middle Bast well, justifies
The withdrawal of British|the phrase so often applied in
troops from the SueZ Canal|the past to other sensitive areas
Zone, hailed by so many at the{—“tinderbox.”
‘time as & factor for peace and|  Whether  the “tinderbox’’
stability, was bound to haveipursts into ~flame depends in
exactly the opposite éffect, ‘as,|part upon the extent of Commit-
indeed, it has. The completely|nist meddling-in the area. The
contragictoty military justifica-|exact extent of the Czecho-
tion offered for the withdrawal|glovak-Egyptian arms deg is|
-was that, on the one hand, the|unknown. But the offer of Com-
bage had lost its milftary Use-|munist arms has not beeén’lim-
fulness, and that on the other,lited to Egypt.
Britain and her allies’would be| Some time ago, Allen W,
sble to use it in case of war. |Dulles, director..of the Central
~ Withdrawal wag supposed to|Thtelligence Agency, noted thay
““puy” Egyptian _and Arabithe Soviet Union and its satels
friefidship. It has had no such|lites had thousands of obsolesy
effect, On the contrary, it has|cent or surplus tanks, pldne
been interpreted in its true light and guns, which could be ise
—ag an act of weakness. - “as gn adjunct to a general prod
Above‘all, it created anotler|gram of causing trouble through+
vacuum of power in an‘dten al-|out the world.” Some of thesq
ready noted for its lack of|surplug arms have been supplied
power. The indigenous states|to Communist China, North Ko
do Mot have the strength to fill|rea and Northern Vietnam ahd
"Britain's shoes, and even a par-|have been offered to -Austrig
‘tial substifution of native power{dnd Afghanistan. |
for British power is prevented| In the Middle East, they .,have;

by the conflict between the twolbeen nffered to Egypt, Syri

ongest copntries of the arga—|Lebanon and Saudi Arabi : .
ZEd.s Abproved Fordieleasen | A-RDPH0-00058R000100030060-1
To thege long-term .and unre-|only one to refuse the suggeste
ﬁglveq problems has been added'barter deal. "
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